Chemistry Syllabus & Classroom Procedures

Los Osos High School

 Mrs. Haus – D112
EXPECTATIONS:

Welcome to the wonderful world of Chemistry!  This class is a standards-based laboratory course which explores the nature of the chemical world.  The instruction is aligned but not limited to, the California Science Content Standards and State Testing and Reporting (STAR) program.

GRADING

1)
Determination of grade: Grades are determined by points earned on the following types of 
assignments.  Occasionally, other assignments may be given that are not included on the list below.   The category weights follow each title.


Tests and Quizzes:  
40%


Labs :  

    
25%

Class work:  
    
10%


Homework:  
    
10%


Final: 

    
15%

2)
Grading Scale:


100-90%
A


89 – 80%
B


79 – 70%
C


69 – 60%
D


≤ 59%

F

NOTEBOOK:

1)
Each student will be expected to maintain a notebook for this chemistry class.  These notebooks 
may be periodically checked for completion.

2)
The notebook should be legible and contain the following:



a)  Title page



b)  Assignment sheet



c)  Divisions – clearly marked




1.  Notes




2.  Labs




3.  Classwork




4.  Tests & Quizzes




5.  Homework

HANDING IN ASSIGNMENTS:

1)
All assignments must contain a title, name, date, and period in the heading

2)
Homework will be checked by stamping and grading daily at the beginning of the period.  

Late assignments will not be accepted

3)
Homework folders will be collected at the end of each unit to be scored.
MAKE-UP WORK
1)
It is the responsibility of the student to obtain assignments missed due to excused absences.

2)
Make-up homework is due the day a student returns to class following an absence.  Since 
students are provided with a long term schedule, they will have assignments prior to any 
absence.

3)
All tests must be made up the day a student returns to class after an absence or a zero will be 
given…  It is THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY to make up work missed during this class 
period in the appropriate amount of time.

4)
Excessive absences on test days can result in a harder test than the original.

5)
Due to the nature of labs, it is extremely important that you be here on lab days.  Labs involve 
chemicals and equipment that may be available on lab day only. To make up a missed lab the 
student must find and read two chemistry-related articles and write a one to two page summary 
of each article.  These are due within one week of the missed lab.

EXTRA CREDIT WORK

Extra credit work may be available.  Options will be discussed at a later date, please do not ask.
GENERAL RULES AND CONSEQUENCES

1)
All students are expected to follow the school-wide classroom expectancies and policies.

2)
Be on time to class.  District tardy and truancy policies will be enforced.

3)
Respect other students and their property

4)
The classroom is not the place for hair combing and make-up application

5)
Bring all materials to class.

6)
Use the passing period for “potty stops” as you will be allowed only a few emergency restroom 
passes per semester.

7)
Absolutely NO FOOD OR DRINK IN THE CLASSROOM! (plain, clear bottled water in a capped container is allowed at student desks – NOT AT THE LAB STATIONS)
CONSEQUENCES
The consequences for any of the above rules being broken include, but are not limited to, verbal warnings, being sent out of class, detention, parent phone calls and referrals
SUPPLIES
· 2-pocket folder for homework

· Dark blue and black pens

· #2 pencils

· 3-ring binder with dividers (for notebook. 1” works well)

· Lined paper & graph paper

· Scientific calculator – graphing and programmable are not allowed

CONTACT/Website:  

If at any time you need to contact me regarding your progress, questions, or help, the best way is to email me as I check it more frequently than my phone messages.  My email addresses are:  Mary_Haus@cjuhsd.net, or MandMHaus@earthlink.net.  You can also find class information or a link to contact me at the following websites: www.LoHiSci.com or http://mrshaus-lohs.yolasite.com/ .
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August 10, 2010
To the Parents:

Awareness and involvement in you son or daughter’s schoolwork is the first step in their achieving success.  We encourage you to read over and discuss the course expectancies with him/her so that any questions may be answered NOW and taken care of.  As a parent of a student in our classes there are also several tools provided that you can use to monitor progress at any time during the school year.  These include:

· Science Notebooks – which should contain all of the students work for the year up to that point with scores and comments where appropriate.  You should be able to ask to see their notebook at any time and identify exactly what topic we are covering and what types of related assignments and activities we are working on.
· Assignments Sheets – that will be filled out together in class with a calculated percentage.  You may be expected to sign these and return them every ten assignments to indicate you acknowledge how your student is doing.  Typically, I will have initialed them prior to requesting your signature so that the percentage presented is accurate.
· Long Term Schedules – that students will fill out in class with all upcoming assignments, exams, projects, etc.  In doing so, students can prepare ahead of time to accommodate for busy times, such as hectic weekends, athletic or family events, etc.  These schedules MAY be posted on line as often as possible, but are considered tentative, as changes may be necessary, but adjustments are made as soon as known.  There will not be any “surprise” projects or pop quizzes given.
· Website – There are two websites that you can use to access classroom information.  The first is my individual website at http://mrshaus-lohs.yolasite.com/ or www.LoHiSci.com.  The daily calendar is not currently found at these sites, but access to grades and other relevant information is there. 

My goal, with your help, is for every student to be successful and to pass this course.  If  we; student, teacher, and parent, can make a commitment to work together, than this will be an obtainable goal.  Your questions and comments are welcome.  Please feel free to contact me, email is best at Mary_Haus@cjuhsd.net or MandMHaus@earthlink.net (you can ignore the blocked sender message).

This information letter is for your reference and records.  Please sign the attached page to acknowledge that you have received this information and are aware of the policies and expectancies of your students chemistry class.  The signed page should be returned to me with your son/daughter on Friday, August 13th.

Thank you,

Mrs. Haus
LOHS Science Teacher[image: image8.png]



